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Administrative History:  The first journalism course was offered out of the English Department in 1927.  It was 
described as "especially designed for the staff of College Heights Herald and others interested in newspaper 
work."   
The College Heights Herald was first published on campus in 1925.  See UA12/2/1 for more information on the 
Herald. This grew into the Mass Media Division in the Department of English. 
 
In 1970, the Mass Media Division became the Department of Mass Communication.  In the fall of 1976 the 
WKU Board of Regents approved the reorganization that separated journalism from mass communications, 
which became part of the Department of Communication and Theatre.  The new Department of Journalism 
offered majors in advertising, journalism, photojournalism and public relations and came online January 1, 
1977.  The reorganization marked a shift in curriculum from the theoretical communications foundation to a 
professional program that could gain national accreditation.  [Journalism Self-Study, 1998] 
 
In 1999 journalism joined the broadcasting and mass communication programs to become the School of 
Journalism & Broadcasting consisting of six programs of study:  advertising, broadcasting and mass 




Willson Wood (acting)  06/01/1970-06/08/1971 
Wesolowski, James   06/09/1971- 
David B. Whitaker  1/1/1977- (retired 6/30/1987) 
James L. Highland (acting)  1984 - 
Jo-Ann Huff Albers  8/16/1987-7/1/2003 
Phebe Pamela McAllister Johnson 
Loup Langton (current in 2014) 
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